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Short-term rentals – are they really a problem?
By Kate Davidson
On September 23, the city council met for a work session to examine short-term
rentals (STRs), such as Air BnB and Home Away. At that work session, city staff gave a
presentation encouraging the city council to regulate and severely limit this rental market.
All short-term rentals would be affected.
The presentation was given by Lydia Kaye, Building and Permit Services Director. It listed
some benefits of short-term rentals, without providing any detail about them.
•
•
•
•

increased tourism
adding jobs to the local economy
local experience for visitors
transient room taxes

The presentation then went on to focus on and emphasize potential downsides. Ms. Kaye
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The City Council voted at that work session to have staff, by the end of this year, draft the
above ordinances which the council intends to pass after only one public hearing, yet to
be scheduled.
At issue here is that there has been no public process to listen to and include your opinion
on this topic, whatever your opinion may be. No focus groups. No surveys of local shortterm rental owners and hosts about their experience. No outreach to gather real, local
information from Eugene residents about what they are experiencing regarding shortterm rentals in their neighborhoods. In fact, not one local comprehensive study has been
done on this issue.
Go to Page 2

Annual Summer
Picnic Report
The annual picnic at Tugman Park was a great
success. We shared the day
with the City of Eugene
Parks and Open Space Division for the grand re-opening of Tugman’s playground. Upward of 1000
people turned out to enjoy
the live music by Satori Bob
and our local youth band
Fat Back Rhythm. They
were terrific! We enjoyed
a magic show by Vince the
Magician, performances by
the Eugene Bhangra Dancers, foodtrucks, free Coconut Bliss bars, and a silent
auction with fabulous items
donated by our wonderful
local businesses. Mayor
Lucy Vinis, and our City
Counselor Betty Taylor,
the Director of Parks and
Open Space Craig Camagey, all said a few words
to honor the Tugman Park
Playground project funded
by us, the Eugene taxpayer,
with the passage of the 2018
Park Bond Measure.

Short-term rentals – are they really a problem? - from Page 1
There is a lot to discuss about
this subject, on all sides. Shortterm rentals are an oft-maligned
bogeyman in the city’s housing
debate, but there’s scant research
on their actual impact. Before our
policy maker’s act, they need to
gather and consider all the facts;
then closely examine the data
when formulating policy around
short-term rentals like Air BnB
and Home Away.
We would like to hear from
you about this hot topic. Go to
our website, southeastneighbors.org to take a survey. Or, if you don’t have access to a
computer, call Kate at 541-337-9276 to take the survey over the phone. We’ll compile the
information, and report back to you on the results via the website and the next newsletter.
Look forward to a presentation about housing in Eugene at the next general meeting.

A Summary of House Bill 2001
The Oregon State Legislature passed a new law in June 2019 that is intended to provide
“more opportunities for a variety of housing types” in traditionally single-family neighborhoods, and to increase the overall housing supply in and around cities.
No later than June 30, 2022, Eugene must amend the City’s land use regulations to allow:
1. A duplex on each lot or parcel: That is located within city limits; That is zoned for
residential use; and On which the City’s land use regulations allows the construction of a detached single-family dwelling;
2. Duplexes, triplexes, quadplexes, cottage clusters, and townhouses in residential
zones within the City that allow detached single-family dwellings.
Eugene has until June 30, 2022 to adopt changes to the city’s land use regulations to implement this new state law. Given that the law was just passed, the City is still evaluating
the law, discussing its impacts, and formulating a plan to implement its requirements.
For More Information and Frequently Asked Questions:
• https://www.eugene-or.gov/4244/Single-Family-Zoning

The Food trucks this year
were very popular and we
plan to have them back next
year. Eva’s Tacqueria, the
Peaceful Palate, and SlingIn Weiner all served delicious food to the crowd.
Go to Page 3

• Send your contact information to planning@eugene-or.gov to receive notifications
regarding the City’s implementation of House Bill 2001.
• The New Law HB2001: https://olis.leg.state.or.us/liz/2019R1/Downloads/MeasureDocument/HB2001/Enrolled
• Single Family Zoning | Eugene, OR Website Land Use Code Update for House
Bill HB 2001 EUGENE-OR.GOV: https://www.eugene-or.gov/4244/Single-Family-Zoning
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organizing their nearby neighbors.

Thank you to board members Dennis Hebert and Sue
Ludington for organizing the silent auction. They raised
over $1200!

Block captains have FRS radios so that their group
of twenty or so households is connected with our
communications network and through them to the City’s
Emergency Operations Center (EOC). Area coordinators
can relay information about downed trees and power lines,
injuries, and updates from block captains to other area
coordinators and to the City’s EOC. They can, in turn,
report back to block captains having identified needed
skills and/or resources elsewhere in the neighborhood and
when that assistance will arrive.

New board member
Ana Mcabee held
down the Southeast
Neighbors outreach
table during the entire
4 hours, and helped
gather names for our
future e-newsletter
and e-updates, in
addition to recruiting
block captains for our
disaster preparedness effort. Thank you Ana!
More than a dozen local non-profits set up their tables and
got the word out about their causes.
And last but not least – a shout out and BIG THANK
YOU to all the local businesses who contributed auction
items. Our fundraiser was a great success thanks to your
generosity!

Southeast Neighbors Prepared

By David Monk
In a disaster, police, fire, and medical personnel will be
overwhelmed and unable to immediately assist residents
in our neighborhood. You and your neighbors will become
your own first responders. That’s why we’ve developed
a neighborhood specific disaster plan and are providing
neighbors with training and assistance. We will need to
support and care for one another until outside help arrives.
We want to help you become better prepared for the
next snow storm, a possible wildfire in the south hills,
and a Cascadia earthquake. We encourage everyone to
acquire and maintain adequate food, water and other
essential survival supplies for their households. We know
how difficult this can be so we’d like to assist you with
determining how best to accomplish this. We can provide
you with information for developing a family emergency
plan, avoiding injury and minimizing damage to your
home, and connecting you with nearby neighbors.
Southeast Eugene has a culture of resiliency and
cooperation. If you are not already involved, you should
not be left out.
As part of our disaster planning we’ve divided the
neighborhood into ten areas. Each area has a designated
coordinator who supports those residents (block captains)
within their area who have taken on the responsibility of

We have many trained volunteers but are looking for more
insight, more ideas and more help. If we are going to be
truly resilient, we will need to do it together. Regardless
of your strengths or constraints, your preferences and
dislikes, you are an asset.
If you would like more information about how to get help
preparing your household or how you can best utilize your
skill sets to help those nearby, please reach out to us.
For information about: The coordinator or block captain in your area,
The neighborhood disaster plan, Seismic retrofitting your home,
Coordinating with your nearby neighbors; Contact David Monk
at dmonk@efn.org
For information about: Creating a family emergency plan, Creating an
emergency kit, Protecting your home from wildfires like the ones that
hit California; Contact Bianca McKinley at bianca.m@teamrubiconusa.
org
For information about: Community Emergency Response Teams
(CERTs), The program and training schedule, The part CERTs play in
the SEN disaster plan; Contact Don Metheny at don.metheny@gmail.
com

Speeding On Our Streets

We are hearing a lot about speeding in Southeast Neighbors. Please neighbors, respect the speed limit on side
streets, even if they are feeder streets. Speeding on them
is upsetting and dangerous. There appears to be a particularly bad recurring problem on East 31st Street between
Hilyard and Willamette. Hillside and Martin Streets are
also being impacted by people speeding to get home. The
police have received the complaints, but don’t have the
resources to park and ticket as often as they could. Please,
neighbors, adhere to traffic common procedures that are
here for a reason. Please respect the playground signs and
speed bumps.
No matter what street you live on or where you drive in
Southeast, or the entire city, PLEASE SLOW DOWN on
side streets and feeder streets. Getting to your destination
10 seconds earlier is less important than the safety and
well-being of our pedestrians, cyclists, children and pets.

Southeast Neighbors
c/o City of Eugene Neighborhood Program
99 West B10th Avenue

Phone: 541-337-9276
E-mail: southeastneighbors@gmail.com
Web Site: southeastneighbors.org

A Word From the Chair

By Kate Davidson
Progressing the values of
connection, belonging,
transparency, and
collaboration is why I choose
to serve on the board of
Southeast Neighbors. I want
to help engage more voices
in City decision-making.
In Southeast Neighbors,
we share a vision of a safe,
healthy, and vibrant community. It’s at the neighborhood
level that we achieve honest, civil, respectful and inclusive
political dialogue. Here, we develop collaborative,
inclusive, positive solutions to shared problems. This is no
small thing in a society that seems evermore polarized,
negative, and over-reactive. I encourage you to get
involved in whatever way feels inspiring to you.

Southeast Neighbors General
Meeting welcomes Alex Cuyler
Our next general meeting will
be held on Tuesday November
12, from 7:00-9:00 p.m. at the
Good Samaritan Center on 3500
Hilyard Street. Please join us
for an update on neighborhood
safety and crime prevention with
Officer Steven Chamberd. We’ll
then hear from Alex Cuyler,
Lane County’s Intergovernmental Relations Manager. Alex
will talk to us about the intersection of public safety and
behavioral health. Next on the agenda, we want to get your
thoughts about how to spend the money we make each
year from the event. Come on out to the general meeting
to meet your neighbors and learn about your community!
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