
The Southeast Neighbors Human Rights Committee submits this testimony for your consideration 

concerning the use of CSI funds. 

We urge the Council to invest heavily in increasing safety for the unhoused and in root cause crime 

prevention, while re-imagining the sort of public investments that address those issues. Eugene has 

done this before with CAHOOTS and is now looked to as a national leader on non-police response to 

mental health crisis. We can continue to lead in building a community that protects us all. We urge 

Council to direct no less than 80% of CSI funding toward support for the unhoused, root cause 

prevention, CAHOOTS, and CAHOOTS-like services. 

Prior to enacting the CSI, the Council reviewed survey results showing that when asked to name their 

front-of-mind issue of concern for the city, a wide plurality of 40% responded “Homelessness.” The 

number of unhoused people in our city is growing by an estimated 178 people per month. With limited 

sanctioned camping space, unhoused people lack other options but to camp in unsanctioned spaces 

where they are perpetually criminalized, harassed, and swept, leading to traumatization, immiseration, 

and increased risk of premature death, especially in the context of the COVID-19 pandemic.  

Our unhoused neighbors illustrate the experience of many vulnerable groups--that not all community 

members enjoy equal safety, nor will more policing increase safety for all. Since one out of four arrests 

in our city are of unhoused people, investing 6.5 times as heavily in additional policing as in unhoused 

support services and root cause prevention will make many vulnerable populations less safe through 

more arrests, more caging, more court dates, and more unpayable fines. Investment in support services 

and prevention rather than policing decreases call gaps and court volumes by working to address the 

social inequities rather than criminalizing people and using brute force deterrence. 

We suggest prioritizing projects for houselessness and prevention such as: 

o Funding CAHOOTS at a level commensurate with their extreme value to the community; 

o Creating a dedicated three-digit call number for CAHOOTS; 

o Building low barrier permanent supportive housing, low barrier temporary shelter, 

transitional rest stop services, and microsites in all neighborhoods; 

o Acquisition and maintenance of sanctioned camping and parking sites in all 

neighborhoods; 

o Expanding capacity for a trauma-informed mental and behavioral health services 

workforce whose demographics align with the population there are serving; 

o Unhoused outreach and camp support teams, including teams able to provide and 

connect individuals to healthcare and other support services; 

o Funding for local organizations such as NAACP and Centro Latina engaged in outreach 

for specific racial groups disproportionately impacted by houselessness; 

o Housing navigation services; 

o Increased funding for temporary domestic violence shelters such as WomenSpace; 

o After school programs and youth athletic programs; 

o Entry-level, livable wage, low-barrier public job programs;  

o Community centers and library satellites;  

o Universal Basic Income for young adults transitioning out of foster care; 



o Sponsoring neighborhood gatherings, play streets, and other opportunities for 

neighbors to gather with neighbors and become invested in and knowledgeable about 

one another’s well-being; 

o Sponsoring neighborhood trainings in de-escalation, violence interruption, and trauma-

informed intervention. 

During the recent Eugene HRC meeting, lamenting the scale of houselessness in our city compared to 

the resources available to address it, Commissioner Groves said that “it just isn’t realistic to expect a 

medium to small size city like Eugene to be able to afford all this.” While this is undoubtedly true, if the 

safety of our vulnerable neighbors can be reduced to a question of money, then there is this money. It is 

here, it is available, and we urge Council to use it as a down payment. 


