
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

The SEN News is the official 
newsletter of the Southeast 
Neighbors Association (SEN) 
and funded in part by the 
Eugene Human Rights & 
Neighborhood Involvement 
office. 
 

Newsletters are produced by 
neighborhood volunteers and 
are free to residents and 
businesses of the 
neighborhood. 
 

Space is available for letters 
to the editor or articles from 
neighbors, and published as 
space permits. The 
information provided and 
views expressed in this 
publication do not 
necessarily represent 
the position of the 
City of Eugene or  
Southeast Neighbors. 
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We care about the quality of life in our neighborhood and are working together 

to maintain and improve it. 

 

HUMAN RIGHTS: EVERYONE, EVERYWHERE, EVERYDAY 
from the SEN Human Rights Committee 

 

The Southeast Neighbors Human Rights Committee 
(HRC) formed in the summer of 2020 as a forum to 
build community, discuss human rights issues 
impacting our neighborhood, and to engage with 
work that supports the human rights of all people 
living in Southeast Eugene and beyond. 
 

Sandy Cutler, a 37-year resident of South Eugene and President of the Board of 
Directors of Nightingale Hosted Shelters (NHS) at E 34th and Hilyard, is one of our 
guests at SEN’s next general membership meeting on March 9 at 7pm. Please join 
us to learn more about the shelter, its history, its residents, and its mission. Look 
for information on how to attend the upcoming general meeting in this newsletter. 
 

During the pandemic, recycling bottles and cans for the refund has been a bit 
harder than usual; some neighbors have been bringing them to the NHS with the 
idea that they might use the refund to fund some portion of operations. To take 
advantage of this, NHS residents and management are working to streamline the 
process of receiving donated bottles and cans and turning them into cash. If you 
have recyclables to give, please consider reaching out to Sandy at 
sandycutler@comcast.net or attending the upcoming SEN meeting to learn more. 

 

The next meeting of the HRC will take place on Wednesday, March 24 at 7:00pm. 
Please reach out to Rob Fisette at rob.fisette@gmail.com if you would like to 
attend, if you are interested in receiving communications from the HRC concerning 
our activities, if you have ideas you want to share, or if you just want to say hello! 

 

SEN email mailing list: Southeast Neighbors also maintains an email list to send alerts in the 
event of danger in the neighborhood, and to share events, opportunities, and news. To be 
added to the list, send a message to: info@southeastneighbors.org 

COVID-19 VACCINE INFORMATION 
Lane County is encouraging all residents to preregister for the COVID-19 
vaccination via its online submission form. See 
www.lanecountyor.gov/coronavirus for information and details on how to sign up. 
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WARD 2 EUGENE CITY COUNCILOR REPORT 

from Matt Keating  
 

I am proud our Senators Ron Wyden and Jeff Merkley and Congressman Peter DeFazio took 
swift action to rebuke the insurrectionist mob that stormed the U.S. Capitol in an attempt to 
prevent a peaceful transfer of power. Here at home, the transfer from one council to 
another has been a smooth, peaceful, invigorating, and most informative process. A few 

highlights from these past six weeks on the Eugene City Council include, but are not limited to: 
  

 CLIMATE: Thank you to the scores of South Eugene residents who have provided powerful testimony making clear 
we have a moral obligation to protect our planet, transition to renewables, create a fund for low-income 
transition from fracked gas to electric appliance, and reduce dependence on fossil fuels. 
 

 UNANIMOUSLY CONDEMNING HATE: The Eugene City Council voted unanimously to condemn white nationalism, 
seditious extremism, and violence in all forms. Our municipality will not tolerate hate and violence in our 
community and we strongly condemn all forms of bigotry. 
 

 HOUSING: Council voted unanimously to approve low-income rental housing property tax exemptions for select 
locations. As the pandemic rages, un/under-employment remain as stark reminders of our economic pangs, and, 
on average, 138 persons in Lane County slip into homelessness 
each day; we must do more to allow for affordable housing options. 
 

I recently met with representatives from Better Housing Together, 
Cultivate Place, and Aligned Architecture on the subject of Accessory 
Dwelling Units (ADUs). We discussed potentially revising land use 
code to revisit height/setback issues, plumbing fixture limits, alley 
access limits, and localized implementation of SB 1051 (2017) and 
HB 2001 (2019). More to come as we explore pre-approved ADU 
plans and facilitating ADU development. 
 

 EQUITY: We’ve also reviewed the city’s Equity Programs and Policies 
including engagement practices, advancing human rights, and 
tracking the reporting of hate and bias activity. Please note, there 
are at least two, maybe three, openings on the City’s Human Rights 
Commission. If interested, please visit eugene-or.gov or contact me. 
 

 RESILIENCE: I am happy to announce my full support of a work 
session request on Wildfire Preparedness and Resiliency. More to come as we await council’s poll to approve, 
reject, or set the date of the proposal. 

 

Within my committees and alongside colleagues, I look forward to working toward win-win solutions for South 
Eugene and the greater Eugene-Springfield, Lane County area. 
 

2021-2022 OFFICIAL COUNCIL 
ASSIGNMENTS 

 Budget Committee  

 Lane Regional Air Protection 
Agency 

 Intergovernmental Relations 

 Human Services 
 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
Matthew K. Keating (he/him/his) 
Eugene City Councilor (Ward 2) 
Mobile: (541) 515-3819  
Email: mkeating@eugene-or.gov 
 

Questions and/or comments are always 
welcome! 
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SEN BOARD NEWS from SEN Board Chair Dennis Hebert 
We have recently welcomed two new SEN Board members: Devon Mann, filling the long-vacant position of  
Vice-Chair, and Rob Fisette, an At-Large Member. Both have taken on leadership roles by heading the newly-formed 
Environmental Stewardship Committee and Human Rights Committee. We thank Devon and Rob for their willingness 
to serve, and look forward to ratifying them to the Board at SEN’s General Meeting in March. 
 

And while we are on the subject of new board members: SEN Board elections will be held at May’s General 
Meeting. We are currently forming the Nominating Committee. If any SEN resident is interested in participating on 
the Nominating Committee or running for the SEN Board, please contact Rob Fisette at rob.fisette@gmail.com. 
 

https://olis.leg.state.or.us/liz/2017R1/Measures/Overview/SB1051
https://olis.leg.state.or.us/liz/2019R1/Measures/Overview/HB2001
http://eugene-or.gov/
mailto:mkeating@eugene-or.gov
mailto:rob.fisette@gmail.com


RECENT TRAFFIC SAFETY ISSUES AND 20 IS PLENTY! 

from the SEN Transportation Committee 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LET’S GET TO KNOW OUR NEARBY NEIGHBORS  
AND DEVELOP RELATIONSHIPS THAT WE CAN COUNT ON 

from the Disaster Preparedness Committee 
 

Many of us have friends or family who lost their homes to last year’s wildfires. The Holiday Farm Fire destroyed 
more than 400 structures in the McKenzie River Valley. It will take years to rebuild those homes and a lifetime of 
effort for these families to recover. 
 

As a community, we now share a collective experience of what it is like to be harmed by a catastrophic fire. We 
learned how high winds can push a fire so fast that the only option for public safety officials is to focus on 
evacuation. And when the resources of our first responders are stretched thin, neighbors instinctively step into 
that role, helping others protect their property and evacuate their families.  
  

The Holiday Farm Fire was a wake-up call for us all. We need to accept that our changing climate has increased our 
susceptibility to wildfires and that our first responders can be overwhelmed and unable to fight the fire, let alone
            (cont. pg. 4) 
 

In addition to advocating for public transportation options in our neighborhood, SEN’s Transportation Committee 
collects and collates other neighborhood transportation concerns, such as traffic safety issues, to help amplify the 
neighborhood's voice at the city level. 
 

The Transportation Committee met in January 2021 with Eugene Department of Transportation planners and a 
Safe Routes to Schools representative to discuss what neighbors have reported as three critical areas of safety 
concern: the 46th and Fox Hollow pedestrian crossing, the Fox Hollow at West Amazon intersection, and the Fox 
Hollow at East Amazon intersection. Don't hesitate to contact SEN if you have neighborhood roadway 
maintenance or safety concerns so that we can help advocate for common-sense transportation improvements in 
the neighborhood.  
  
You may have noticed that many neighbors have placed "20 is Plenty" signs in their front yards, which spread 
awareness about the city's new neighborhood speed limit. As the days get longer and children slowly start 
commuting to school once again this spring, it's more important than ever to put safety first in our neighborhood 
thoroughfares.  
  

Transportation Committee members Rachel Anderson, Lucy Bambrey, Linda Duggan, John Murray, and Jess 
Roshak continue to request more productive two-way public interaction and communication with Lane Transit 
District (LTD) regarding public transportation issues. In preparation for the future of public transportation after 
pandemic restrictions are lifted, the committee has requested a meeting with LTD staff to engage the district in 
discussion about bus routes in Southeast Eugene. In January, some additional Route 24 bus service was added 
back to the schedule, and fares were once again reinstated.  
 

The SEN Transportation Committee continues to meet online Thursdays from 1:00-2:00 pm. All are welcome! 
Contact the committee at sentrans97405@gmail.com to receive the Zoom link. 
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(cont. from pg. 3)  
assist all those in need. For this reason, we must organize as neighbors to rapidly share vital information and show 
up for one another in times of need. This is as true in responding to a wildfire as it is an earthquake, a pandemic, or 
a snow storm that knocks power out for days at a time.  
 

The SEN Disaster Preparedness committee has been working over the last several years to provide Southeast 
Eugene residents with preparedness recommendations and trainings on how best to coordinate with nearby 
neighbors. Our recent focus on wildfire provides us with the opportunity to explore our capabilities in responding to 
this kind of emergency. We’re mapping our neighborhood to help residents identify all their potential evacuation 
routes and safe places to go to.  
 

If the pandemic is sufficiently under control by September, we want to simulate a wildfire in our neighborhood and 
have all those who want to participate actually evacuate to the Amazon Community Center. We’ll be joined there 
by professional trainers and emergency response personnel who will guide us through the simulation and our 
response efforts. We’ll finish the event with a fun-filled social.  
 

If you would like to receive a map of your part of the neighborhood with your closest 30 neighbors, we can provide 
that to you. This would be of use in reaching out and organizing those neighbors. When we have the maps available, 
we can also provide you with one identifying your evacuation routes. 
 

Whether you’d like to have one or both of the maps, participate in the September evacuation exercise, get involved 
with the program, or just want more information, contact the committee at SENeighborsprepared@gmail.com. 

 
 
 
 

  

 

EWEB TO BUILD WATER STORAGE IN SOUTHEAST 

NEIGHBORHOOD 
from Jennifer Conners, Eugene Water & Electric Board (EWEB) 
 

Later this year, EWEB will start construction on a partially-buried water tank 
on an undeveloped property near East 40th Avenue and Patterson St. New water storage tanks are one of several 
investments EWEB is making to ensure that we can meet critical community needs in the event of an earthquake, 
including having water available for fire suppression and drinking water distribution points. 
 

The project is currently in the design phase to determine tank location based on numerous considerations including 
impacts to trees and adjacent neighbors. The property, which EWEB purchased in the 1950s specifically for this use, 
is more than 10 acres; approximately 2.5 acres will be used for water storage. The rest of the property will remain in 
its current natural state or enhanced. 
 

For more information see: 
http://www.eweb.org/community-and-environment/water-reliability-projects/water-storage-improvements/e-40th 

 

Tugman Park volunteer work parties in action – all year long! Clearing invasive plants, 
ivy, and weeds, to be filled with hardy, native plants. AmeriCorps workers tackling 
blackberries soon. Contact Dennis Hebert if you’d like to help: soeast.eug@gmail.com. 
 

NEWLY ENACTED 

ENVIRONMENTAL 

STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE 
At the start of 2021, SEN board 
members endorsed the creation of 
an Environmental Stewardship 
Committee. Led by SEN Vice-Chair 
Devon Mann, this committee 
aspires to educate neighbors on 
environmental topics of interest to 
the southeast Eugene community, 
and pursue activities that support 
climate health, conservation, and 
renewable resources. To get 
involved, contact Devon at 
manndevonsen@gmail.com. 
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FIRE-SAFER RESIDENTIAL PROPERTIES AND ASSESSING A HOME’S DEFENSIBLE SPACE 
from Devon Mann, Environmental Stewardship Committee Chair 

 

An unfortunate combination of land management practices and climate change have brought the risk of wildfire to 
our doorsteps. Much of the hills of Southeast Eugene are a mix of Douglas Fir, Western Red Cedar, and Oregon 
White Oak. As a resident, I have concerns on how to best maintain a fire-safer habitat on and around my property.  
 

I recently enlisted the help of Ian Appow of Eco System Solutions (541-600-4416 or ian@eco-systemsolutions.com) 
to assess the defensible space of my home. The defensible space is the buffer between your home and the 
surrounding vegetation (trees, shrubs, grasses). For a nominal fee, Ian provides a defensible space evaluation of any 
property. I certainly recommend getting your own. 
 

Some of the important elements of my evaluation included: 
 Keep roofs clear of all debris (leaves, fallen twigs, branches, etc.). Many fires start from blowing embers 

igniting flammable materials on the roof of a home. 
 Removing trees from around your home does not necessarily make it fire safer. A canopy of healthy, well 

maintained trees keeps the ground damp and temperatures cooler helping to slow or stop the spread of fire. 
Do prune off branches lower than about 10 feet from the ground to keep fire from igniting the canopy. 

 Invasive weeds such as blackberry, gorse, and scotch broom need to be completely removed from the 
landscape or cut back to the ground regularly as these types of dense plant materials are excellent fire fuel 
sources. 

 

WHAT IS HB 2065 AND WILL IT IMPROVE RECYCLING IN 

OREGON? 
from Rob Fisette and the Environmental Stewardship 
Committee 
  

If you’re like me, you try to recycle but frequently get frustrated 
that much of the packaging bearing the “three chasing arrows” 
recycling symbol is not actually accepted for recycling. I am 
sometimes guilty of “hopeful” recycling—putting an item in the 
recycling that may not belong there and hoping for the best. The 
problem is this confusion results in many commingled loads, which may include large amounts of recyclable 
materials becoming contaminated by non-recyclable materials and getting landfilled. 
 

To help solve this and other gaps in the state’s recycling system, the Oregon legislature is considering House Bill 
2065. HB 2065 is designed to restructure Oregon’s recycling system by: 

• Creating statewide standards for what packaging will be recycled; 
• Requiring that manufacturers and producers who sell products in Oregon identify their packaging’s 

recyclability in accordance with those standards; and, 
• Introducing “Extended Producer Responsibility” requirements that make producers financially responsible 

for funding changes to Oregon’s recycling programs. 
 

The Environmental Stewardship Committee is tracking developments of HB2065 and will do what we can to keep 
everyone informed. If you are passionate about this issue and want to be involved, contact Devon Mann at 
manndevonsen@gmail.com for more information.  
 

Sources: 
https://www.opb.org/article/2020/10/20/oregon-wants-companies-to-help-pay-for-a-new-recycling-system/ 
https://www.oregon.gov/deq/recycling/Documents/recHB2065sectionSum.pdf 
https://www.oregon.gov/deq/recycling/Documents/recModORrecfs.pdf 
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The Chair in the Corner  
from Dennis Hebert, SEN Chair 
 

Even though we are still in the days  
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of COVID-19, things in the Southeast Neighborhood have 
not slowed down! 
 

There are several important issues in the neighborhood 
and the city that affect SEN that you will be reading 
about in this issue of our newsletter. If you would like to 
stay up to date on the latest news from and activities 
with SEN, please go to our website 
www.southeastneighbors.org. 
 

Stay informed by filling out the website contact form to 
begin receiving the electronic newsletter, alerts, and 
items of interest that have an impact on our 
neighborhood. 
 

We look forward to seeing you around, out and about in 
Southeast Eugene – while wearing a mask and social 
distancing, of course! 

Southeast Neighbors News 

 

 

SEN GENERAL MEETINGS ARE NOW VIRTUAL! 
Next Meeting: Tuesday, March 9, 7:00-8:30pm 

(Zoom link to be available on SEN website & 
Facebook page on Monday, March 8)  

 

Presenters:  

 Sandy Cutler, South Eugene resident for 37 
years and President of the Board of Nightingale 
Hosted Shelters, will talk about the services of 
this non-profit organization and the rest stop 
currently located at Good Samaritan Society on 
Hilyard Street. 

 Laura Farthing, Eugene Water & Electric Board 
(EWEB) Senior Engineer and Project Manager, 
and Jennifer Conners, EWEB Communications 
Specialist, will deliver a presentation on the 
construction of water storage tanks on the hill at 
the end of Patterson off 40th Street. There will 
be time for a Q & A following the presentation. 
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